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|  VINDICATION, S. 


READ, being of all Food molt neceſ- 
ſary to the Support of Life, it has been 
the Care of all civilized Nations, and 
good Governments, to encourage Agri- 
culture, to prevent the Monopoly of Grain, to 
ſee that the ſeveral Dealers therein, particularly 

the Bakers, be honeſt in the Exerciſe of their 
Trade, and that the Public be daily ſupplied 
with good and wholſom Bread at a 3 
Price. 


On the other Hand, it has — ever thought 
juſt, that the Bakers ſhould be enabled to acquire 
a Livelihood, and ſuch reaſonable Reward for 
their Labour and Induſtry, the Employment of 
© their Money and Credit, as ſhould encourage 
them to go on with Chearfulneſs and Alacrity. 


In this City, it is a great Part of the Charge 
of the Chief Magiſtrate to be attentive to theſe 
Matters; and he is by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment furniſhed with very ample and ſufficient 
Powers for regulating the Markets and Aſſize of 
Bread. | 
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But it is alſo the Intention of our Legiſlature, 


that the Baker, by the Exerciſe of lus Trade, 
ſhould obtain a living Profit. 


The n have a Right to be conſidered in 
every Reſpect, as a Corporation altogether as 
free and uſeful as any other. Dealing upon their 
own Capitals and Credit, running all the Hazards 
of a manufacturing Trade, often ſubject, notwith- 
ſtanding their utmoſt Care, to have bad Goods, 
which they muſt diſpoſe of at an under Rate, tak- 


ing alſo the Chance of contracting bad Debts, and 
all other Hazards te tend F and 


dealing. 


It would be well for the Bakers, if one of a 


learned Education, ſkilled in the Art of Writing, 


who could arrange his Matter, and give a Force 
and Clearneſs to his Thoughts, could be inſtruc- 


ed to defend their Caſe; but as this is the Work 
of one unlearned and unqualified for a Taſk of 


this Nature, it is to be hoped that all Allowances 
will be made, and that every judicious Perſon 
will © diveſt himſelf of all Prejudice, and 

read with Attention, and by the Exerciſe of his 


own Skill and Underſtanding give a due Weight = 


to every Argument. 


The Bakers are in a very ſi ngular Manner 
called upon at this Time to defend their Caſe, 
in order to prevent the Cenſure and Ill- Will that 


is $ almoſt generally excited againſt them in every 
Corner 


( s) 
Corner of the City, by a Paper which has been 
printed and diſperſed, entitled, A Memorial of 
the Maſter of ſeveral Corporations, and addreſs'd 
to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of the City of 
Dublin, which Memorial for the Information of 
every Reader, is hereunto annexed; and it is the 


Intention of this to ſhew that the fad Memorial 


doth not any way, TROY affect the Caſs: of 


the Bakers of this City . 


The three firſt Allegations in the Memorial, 
after what is ſaid concerning the ſeveral Acts 
made in this Kingdom, for the Regulating the 
Price and Aſſize of Bread * be conſidered to- 
. *. 


The Bakers admit that before the Year 1928, 
the Allowance for the three ſeveral Sorts of 


Bread, was no more than ſix ſhillings a Quarter, 


and they alſo admit that the Bakers of thoſe 
Times, ſome of whom are ſtill living, and fol- 
lowing Trade to this Day, with great Labour 
and Care were very well contented with the 
ſaid Allowance, which Contentment was for the 
molt Part owing to this, that altho'ꝰ the Law di- 
rected that Wheat ſhould be ſold by the ſtrick'd 
Barrel, yet according to the Cuſtom of our 


Market, and of the different Counties from 


whence the Corn came, it was bought for the 
molt Part by the heaped Barrel, and rind the 


+ Pa geg 
8 yy Klogmioas i in the Memorial, Numbered 1, 2, 3, _ 
A 3 Sack, 
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Sack, that is to ſay, they agreed with the Coun- 
try People for what was contained in the Sack 
as a Barrel of Wheat, by which Way of purcha- 
ſing they had on an Average as a Quarter of 


Wheat 43 Stones; now 43 Stones will make in- 


to Houthold Bread the Quantity that the Table 
of Aſſize ſuppoſes it to make, which is 39 Stone 


To Pounds, by which Means the Bakers had the 
full Allowance which the Law intended, and con- 


ſidering that Dublin was then perhaps the cheap- 
eſt City in Europe to live in, they had very good 
Cauſe to be pleaſed, and accordingly they exer- 
ciſed their Trade to the Content of the People, 
and the careful and induſtrious amongſt them 
found a reaſonable Account therein for them» 
ſelves and their Families: Thus it is to be re- 


marked, that from about the Year 1698, when 


the Bakers got over ſome Contentions with Alder- 
man George Blackhall, to the above-mentioned 
* 1728, all was quiet. 8 | 


At this Time, Alderman Burrows came e into the 
Mayoralty, and becauſe of a certain Miſunder- | 
ſtanding between him and the Maſter of the Ba- 
kers, one Meakins, he faintly attempted to make 
them buy wholly by the ſtrick'd Barrel; & the ſuc- 
| ceeding Magiſtrates continued to teaze the Bakers 
upon the ſame Subject. But Alderman Humphry 
French, coming to the Mayoralty in 1732, 


A ſtricked Barrel of Wheat of the middle quality may on 
an average be computed to wr-igh ſeventeen Stone, ſo that a 


Quarter oy Meaſure is thirty-four Stone. aid 


C7] 

did ſo exert himſelf, that he effectually enforced 
the Uſe of the ſtrick'd Barrel, hence the Ba- 
kers loſt 9 Stone per Quarter of their old ac- 
cuſtomed Meaſure, which is the Difference be- 
tween 43 ſtone and 34 ſtone, the Weight of 
A Quarter of Wheat ſtrike Meaſure, and then 
the middle Price of Wheat came to be formed 
upon a Quantity or Quarter of Corn weighing 
about 34 ſtones, and 34 ſtones of Wheat fall- 
ing vaſtly ſhort of making the Quantity of 
Houſhold Bread, together with the Value of the 
Bran, which the Table of Aſſi ze ſuppoſes to be 
the Produce of a Quarter of Wheat, the Bakers 
became reduced to miſerable Circumſtances, and 
great Numbers of them were broke or quitted 
Trade. Such as remained kept their Hopes alive 
by Expectation of Relief from Parliament, and 
Application being made in the Seſſions 1733, 
by the Bakers for a new Table of Aſſize, to be 
calculated on the true Produce of a Quarter or 
. forty ſtones of Wheat of the middle Quality, Ex- 
periments were made, and the Produce found to 
be 37 ſtones and 3 pounds, upon which Produce 
a new Table of Aſſize was made, and may be 
ſtill found in the Records of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons; but the Bakers being then 
ignorant of the Principle upon which the etta- 
bliſned Table of Aſſize was calculated, and there- 
fore not able to found the State of their Caſe on 
an evident Fact, and at the ſame Time being 
oppoſed by the great Credit of Alderman French, 
they could not obtain it; but the Parliament at 
F ny 3. the 
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the ſame Time intending to relieve them, gave 
them an Allowance of eight ſhillings a Quarter on 
the eſtabliſhed Table, and to put the uncertain 
Way of meaſuring Corn by the Barrel out of 
Queſtion. They by the ſame Act, which the 
Memorialiſts have overlooked, fixed the Quarter 
of Wheat at 40 ſtones, 


Every one msgid then that the Bakers had 
got a great Advantage of the Public, and they 
themſelves thought their Trade was put on a 
reaſonable Footing; but when they came to 
practice upon it, they found that this Addition 
to their Allowance being only nommal, was no 
Recompence for the three ſtone of Wheat which 
they had loſt of their old accuſtomed Meaſure, 
more eſpecially in dear Seaſons. 'This obliged 

the Bakers itil] to continue complaining and ap- 

plying till in the Lell 1745, they got another 

nominal Shilling additional Allowance, ' which 
made it nine by the Table. By this Time the 
Expences of Houſe-keeping, and all Things ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of a Family, Rent, Furze 
and Barm, did by degrees from the Vear 1728, 
become vaſtly more conſiderable and expenſive, 
and Bakers being obliged to lodge and maintain 
their Workmen, and it being, alſo, prudent for 
a Man, the Succeſs of whoſe Trade, ſo greatly 
depends on the good Humour and Spirits of 
his Workmen to give them reaſonable good 
Feeding ; Houſe-keeping became n £4 
HEAVY to the Baker. 


: 2 4 4 


Bakers will be carefully attended to. 
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To ſhew, then, the little Advantage, to- 
gether with the foregoing Conſiderations, that the 
Bakers got by this 9 5. nominal Allowance, it is 
hoped, the following Abſtract of the Caſe of the 


| | fone. Ib. 
The Table * of Aſſize ſuppoſes that a 
Quarter of Wheat baked into ne 39 10 
Bread will make 80 | | 

The Bakers, have, and are always 
ready to prove that a Quarter of Wheat | 
of the middle Qualtty including the Va- > 37 3 
lue of the Bran, will make no more of | 
Houſhold Bread than þ 


So that he loſes of the Quantity 0 a7 
2 7 


'ought to have in Houſhold Bread to 
make up the mid. Price and Allowance 


Now on this Day, the gth September 1756, 
the Middle Price of a Quarter of Wheat is 21. 55. 
and we will ſuppoſe the Bakers Allowance to be 
95. making in the whole 21. 145. od. then the 
'Twelve-penny Houſhold Loaf by the Table of 
Aſſize is to weigh 101b. 40z. 6dr. According 
to this Rate the 2ſt. 71b. which is deficient, is 
worth 3 5. 4:d. which, take out of the 9. ſup- 


poſed or nominal Allowance, and there is no more 


* The Origin of the Table may be ſeen in the Statute for 
the Aſſize of Bread, 51 Hen. III. 1266, Eng. which ordains ſeven 
different Sorts of Bread to be made, and very particularly points 
out and provides for the Bakers Expences and Livelihood. It 
appears alſo that this was done at the Deſire of the Bakers of the 
Town of Coventry. But however this might have been adapted 
to the ſeven different Sorts, and to the Manner of makin? Bread 
in thoſe early Times, it is by no Means fitted to the three Sorts 
pf Bread that are now made. 


The Lord Mayor's Trial proves it, Page 21, 


lefr 


| „ 
left to the Baker for his Charges, Labour, Pains 


and Livelihood than 5; 5.7: d. per Quarter; and 1 l 
upon the leaſt Reflection, it will be evident to the 5 
Judicious, that the dearer Corn is, the more is 1 
the Bakers Deficiency; and tke cheaper it is his F K 
Loſs becomes the leſs, Hence jt follows that 
the Table of Aſſize is calculated upon a Principle 5 
greatly injurious to the Bakers. Upon Proof of 72 
this, in the Year 1754, the Hon. Houſe of Com- ; 
mons gave the Bakers two Shillings a Quarter 1 
more nominal Allowance; but the Parliament be- 2 
being prorogued, the Bill was loſt; upon which 12 
the Bakers applied to the then Lord Mayor, to 1 


call a Board of Aldermen to conſider of their 
Aﬀairs, and prayed that the ſaid nominal two 

Shillings which was fo intended for them by the 

Hon. Houſe, might be given to them by that 

worſhipful Board, according to Powers veſted in 
them by former Acts *; which Prayer, the Lord 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen, with the Advice 

of Mr. Recorder, took into Conſideration, and 

did comply therewith. And as the Memorialiſts 

ſay, the ſaid Allowance has been continued to 
them ever ſince. Fo | | 
As the Memorialiſts ſeem to lay ſome Streſs 


+ The Lord Mayor's Trial agrees with this to one Half- 
penny, See Page 22. | | 
The 1, Geo. II. which was in Force, and continued by ſe- 
veral Adds to the End of the laſt Seſſions of Parliament. The 
Act paſſed in the 19th of his preſent Majeſty impowering the 
Magiſtrate to give the Bakers 9s. per Quarter and no more, ex- 
pired at the End of the Seſſions of Parliament 1751. And this 
was the Opinion of ſeveral eminent Lawyers, viz. Coun. Broad- 
Arcet, Coun, Harwood, Coun. Robinſon, the late Recorder and 
others. But it ſeems, it is not the Opinion of the Several W:/e i 
Maſlcrs, who preſented a Petition to the Lord Mayor in Fuly laſt, 
of which the Bakers never heard till they ſaw it printed in a | 
News Paper the 22d. Set. Inſtant, — yy 
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upon this only nominal Allowance which was omit- 
ted to be publiſhed, and the Bakers apprehended the 
Reaſon of it to be this: It was formerly believed that 
the Atlowance granted to them was a real one; 
but the worſhipful Board being then convinced 
that it was only nominal, and that the Bakers had 
no ſuch Sum, How was it conſiſtent with Truth 
to advertiſe the Public, that they had fo much? 


What has been ſaid may be fully ſufficient to 
anſwer the next Allegation * of the Memorialiſts, 
as.it appears that the additional Allowance had 
received that Conſideration which a Matter of fo 
much Importance required. But as this Matter 
is again come into Conſideration, the Bakers are 
in Hopes it will be conſidered more amply to 
their Advantage, more eſpecially as it will be 
found by a Courſe of fair and impartial Trials, 
that the Corn, by Reaſon of the general Wet- 
neſs of this Seaſon, is abundantly leſs productive 
of Flour than formerly. 


The Memorialiſts || compute that the City of 
Dublin conſumes weekly, 1600 Quarters of Wheat 
in Houſhold Bread; the Bakers make no Doubt 
but that the total Conſumption may be 1 500 ; f 
and they believe it cannot be proved to be more, 
now there are in this City and adjacent Liberties 
(and they are generally to be found in the manu- 
facturing Parts of it, and where the Poor inhabit,) 
great Number of Dealers who keep Shops, and 
ſell not only Wheaten, but ſeveral other Sorts of 


* See Allega. in the Mem, No. 4. || Alleg. Mem. No. 5. 
Meal 


7 Page 23. 
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Meal; by theſe Meal Men the Poot are for the 
moſt Part ſupplied with Meal for Bread, which 
they bake for themſelves at common Ovens erect- 
ed for that Purpoſe, or on Griddles; and to thoſe 
Dealers the Memorialiſts, and every one who 
think themſelves aggrieved by the Baker's Allow- 
ance may have Recourſe, * In the mean Time a 
large Deduction ſhould be made of the Eight 
Thouſand Pounds ſaid to be ſo haſtily granted to 
the Bakers for the great Number of Quarters of 
Wheat that go to the Publick, more eſpecially 
to the Poor, through the Hands of the Meal Men. 
But it would have been enough in Anſwer to this 
Allegation, to have ſaid that the Bakers Caſe be- 
ing proved, it became requiſite and juſt to give 
them the additional Allowance, | 


It may be granted to the Memoraliſts, that 
their Allegation + concerning the Allowance given 
to the Bakers in Cork and Waterford may be true; 
but it is more than probable, that when they ſay, 
that the Houſhold Bread in Waterford is in ge- 


neral better than that in the City of Dublin, and 


inſinuate that great Care is there taken to aſcer - 
tain the Middle Price of Corn, they ſpeak at 
a Venture: When this Allegation was read before 
the Right noble Lords of the Council, and after- 
wards at the worſhipful Board of Aldermen ; it 

was demanded by the Bakers that it ſhould be 

proved, but they had no Proof, and if they had, 


* Or to thoſe Places where Bread is ſold cheap. See p. 14. 
+ Alegation in the Memorial, Number 6. 
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Time and Place make a Variety of Circumſtan- 


'Z ſtances; for by what is above ſaid, the Bakers 


of the City of Dublin were formerly, and they 
had Reaſon to be contented with ſix Shillings 


2 Allowance; and it is very poſſible, that the Bakers 


in thoſe Towns may have as good Cauſe to be 
ſatisfyed with their preſent Circumſtances, for the 
Table of Aſſize authorizes three Sorts of Bread, 
White, Wheaten and Houſhold, to be made. 
Now in Dublin, the Conſumption runs as thirty 
is to one upon Houſhold Bread; but if in thoſe 
Towns, White and Wheaten Bread is conſidera- 
bly conſumed, and if their Wheaten is only as 
good, or very little better than our Houſhold, 
they in Cork, but more aſſuredly in Waterford, 
may have more Profit than the Dublin Bakers, 


becauſe the White is only to weigh one half, 


and the Wheaten three fourths of the Houſhold. 
Beſides this, the Biſcuit Trade, which isunder no 
Aſſi ze for the Sea Service, is conſiderable in 
thoſe Towns, which may have a very advantage- | 


_ ous Effect in Favour of the Bakers upon the 


whole of their Trade: It may be added to this, 


that Labour, Rent, Maintainance of Workmen, 


Furze, &c. nyt be cheaper in thoſe ſmall Towns 


than in this great Metropolis, where the Con- 


fumption is ſo large. It is to be hoped, that 


8 theſe, and many other Points muſt be ſettled, 


and anſwered to, before the Bread Trade of this 
City comes to be regulated by the Practice of 
the Cities, Cork and Waterford. 


+ Page . 
The 
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The n next * Allegation of the Memoraliſts has 
been upon every Occaſion objected to the 
Bakers, and has been fully anſwered to the Satis- 
faction of the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
As fortheſe Markets where Breadis ſold at an under 
Rate, at the Church in High Street, at the Barrack- 
Gate, and to Huckiters, is done occaſionally when 
Accidents in the Execution of their Trade, happen, 
and is of Uſe to almoſt every Baker: And the 
Miemorialiſts may be aſſured that Bread is not | 

only ſold there, at the Abatement ofa Penny, but 

alſo, and often, at half Price, to the very great | 
Loſs of the Baker. There are alſo Reaſons that 
conſtrain a Multitude of Bakers to ſell paſſable 
Bread at one Penny in the Shilling Abatement ; 
for a Baker in order to carry on the leait Trade 
at all, muſt have a certain Number of Hands al- 
ways at Diet, Lodging and Wages; and when 
he has made ſo much Bread as he can vendin his 
Shop, or ſend out by his Workmen to his ſtated 
Cuſtomers, he thinks it better their extraordina- 
ry Labour, being no Expence to him, and a ſav- 
ing in Fuel alſo being made to employ his 
People in making Bread for Huckſters, and for 
thoſe Markets, than that Idleneſs ſhould be- 
come habitual about his Houſe. Other Reaſons 
and ſtronger, reſpecting the Quality and Con- 
dition of Wheat, Flour and Bread might be 
given, to ſhew that the Allegation in Queſtion 
doth not any Way affect the Caſe of the 


* Anſwer to Alleg. No. 7. 1 
Bakers; 


VY. 


a 
be 
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| Bakers; but what is above faid, is altogether 
ſufficient. 


| Here an Opportunity offers, to anſwer a Queſ: 
tion, which, upon many Occaſions, has confuſed 
the Bakers, and that is, what is the Expence of 
making a Quarter of Wheat into Bread: The 


Rein of their Inability to anſwer the Queſtion, 
and to produce an Eſtimate which every one could 


ſupport, was, becauſe every Baker's Expence dif- 
fets according to the Greatneſs or Smallneſs of 
his Trade, and is to each Baker uncertain ac- 
cording to the high or low Price of Furze and 
Barm, which varies very often, and according to 


the Rent he pays; but the following Eſtimate 
It is hoped will appear to be a reaſonable one, 


notwithſtanding that it differs greatly from the 
Eſtimates inſerted in the Caſes that they ſo fre- 
quently printed heretofore, which Caſes being 
the Work of Agents who felt not their Diſtreſſes, 
and not duly comprehending their Meaning them- 
ſelves, were therefore very defective in conveying 
it to the Publick, 


The Gli is then an Eſtimate of the Ex- 
pences neceſſarily attending the making a Quar- 

ter, or two Barrels of Wheat into Houſhold 
Bread, when the Baker can vend no more than 


one Quarter a Day at the full Price, which is the 
Caſe of a great many Bakers in this —_ and 


ne adjacent Liberties. | 


F or Fur Ze, — — — EW” 

Barm, — — — 9 
Salt, — — 0 42 

* Wages per Day for three Workmen, 1 72 

To their Diet at gd per Day each 3 


Houſe Rent for Grannary, Bake 2 frog 
Honſe and Shop per Day, ant 

| Wear of Utenſils, Candles, and con- 

tigent Expences, 
A Horſe which 1s neceſſary to a 2 4 6 | * 


Naber 's Buſi neſs, 


Tot. 55 


Thus it appears, that the chatte of putting a 
Quarter of Wheat into the Oven amounts to 
ſeven Shillings and five Pence; a Queſtion na- 
turally ariſes upon this: How then is it poſſible | 
that the Bakers have at all ſubſiſted? The Anfwer 9 
is by a Saving made out of the Labour of the 
Trade, þ for a Baker who can vend another 
Quarter of Wheat a Day as ſome can, it is evi- 
dent he may make a Saving. A Saving may alſo be 
made by the Maſter working himſelf, by taking 
Apprentices, and by taking a Houſe and Con- 
cerns fit for his Buſineſs, Part of which he may fet 
to leſſen his Rent; and a Saving may alſo be 
made in Furs by often heating his Oven; bur a- 
bove all, by ſucceſsful Addreſs 1 in laying in Whear 


* A Quarter of Wheat cannot with fewer Hands be put ods 
Oven with that Expedition TT. to ARK good Os ers 

* Page 24. „ ö 

to 


— 


— 


1 
to Advantage. It is preſumed that it cannot be 
reaſonably expected that a Baker ſhould be ac- 
countable to the Pablick for theſe Advantages. 
The next material Þ Allegation in the Memori- 


al comes now to be conſidered; but firſt, it is ne- 


ceſſary to deſcribe what the 'Bakers eſteem à fair 


Aſſay. The firſt is, that it may be made of 


Wheat of the Middle Quality and Price, which is 
with great Certainty to be fixed on; the ſecond 
is, that it be ground honeſtly and fairly in Pre- 


ſence of one or more entrutted by the Publick, 
and one of more by the Bakers; that the Miller 


be paid his Toll out of it in Wheat, as is the 
known Cuſtom, and that what remains, the Mil- 
ler being fo paid, be kept in a Room till the Day 
it is to be baked, and the Door of the ſaid Room 
ſealed, that none but the Parties entruſted may 


have together Acceſsto it, That attended by the 
Fruſtees it be dreſſed, that is to ſay, the Flour 


ſeparated from the Bran, that each be weighed 
and an Account kept; that the Salt, Water and 
Barm be weighed; that the Dough be weighed; 


_ that the Dough being then weighed into ſeparate 


Loaves, and if it comes out its due Weight, and 
good Hoſhold Bread, ſuch as is generally made 
in this City, it is then a fair Aſſay. Now the 
three Tryals mentioned by the Memoraliſts, were 
every one void of one or other of thefe Marks. Thar: 
made by Alderman French in March 17 3a, a very 
particular Account is preſerved of it in the Ap- 
pendix to a Pamphlet intitled Conſiderations on 


I Anſwer to Allegat. No. 8. 
B the 


(18): 
the Caſe of the Bakers, * &c. and printed in the 
Year: 1752, which Pamphlet was fully anſwered,” 
and the Caſe of the Bakers ſupported in a Let- 
ter to a Member of Parliament, by a Baker, 
printed in the Year 1753; in which Seſſions it 
was that the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
gave to the Bakers the two Shillings nominal Al- 
lowance. Tolay that Aſſay aſide, it is only neceſſa- 
ry to ſhew that it was made of Wheat valtly ſu- 
perior to to the Middle Quality; for there is no 
ſuch ſure Way of knowing the Goodneſs of 
Wheat as by the Weight of a ſtricken Barrel, and 
their's, ſee the Conſiderations Page 23, weigh- 
ed 17 Stones 9 Pound and a half, which is a very 
great Weight for a ſtricken Barrel to weigh: 
Middle Price Wheat will be found 'by Expeti- 
ment, and is known to every one dealing 
therein, to come very ſhort of that Weight. _ 
That Tryal made by the preſent Lord Mayor 
in November 1755, was alſo of Wheat ſuperior 
to the middle Quality, which is the N the 
Bakers object to it. £ 
The Aſſay made by Sir George Ribton i in 1747, | 
beſides other Reaſons, was objected to by the 
Bakers becauſe he! did not pay the Miller his 
Toll, by which Means Sir George had 2 Stone 
and 6 Pounds more to work upon than the 
Bakers have. It has been the Opinion of ſome 
beſides Sir George, that the Bakers ought to be. 
accountable for the Toll, but this would be in- 
conſiſtant with the Table of Aſſize, and their Al- 
lowance which is the ſame, let the Price of Corn 


be as it may; for the _ varies in its Value as 
the 


* Page 9. "2 Page 27. 


\ (12) 
the Price of Wheat changes, for when Wheatis 
15 Shillings a Barrel, the Toll 'of a Quarter 'of 
Wheat 2 Stone and 6 Pounds 1s worth about one 
Shilling and ten Pence; when it comes to Twen- 
ty it is worth two Shillings and five Pence; fo 
that here Seven Pence per Quarter ought to be 
added to the Bakers Allowance; and at Thirty, 
it is worth about three Shillings and eight Pence, 
and then one Shilling and ten Pence per Quar- 
ter ought to be added to his Allowance. Hence 
it is evident, that if this was the Caſe, the Ba- 
gers Allowance ought to be changed as the Price 
of Wheat changes; but the true State of the 
Matter is this, when the Baker buys a Quarter 
or forty Stone of Wheat, he ſends it to the Mill, 
the Miller grinds it, takes his Toll, and ſends 
him Home in Meal Thirty ſeven Stones and 
eight Pounds: Now this is all the Baker has to 
work upon to make out the Price he paid for his 
r of Wheat, and the Allowance to enable 
him to obtain a Living, and to pay the Charges 
of making a Quarter of Wheat into Bread as a- 
bove ſet forth ; therefore they had good Reaſon 
to object to his Aſſy. 9 
But here an Experiment offer, to N 5 4 the 
Bakers make no Objection, made the 1oth of 
this Init. Sept. 1756, in Preſence of the Rt. Hon: 
the Lord Mayor, aſſiſted by Sir George Ribton, 
Kt. and Alderman, George Reynolds, Eſq; and Mr. 
James Goddard, Steward to the Bluecoat-Hoſpital, 
on behalf of the Public; and the Matter and one 
Warden of the Corporation of Bakers, This Ex- 
periment was made on a Quarter and Half or 
three Barrels of Wheat of the middle Quality, 
B 2 The 


Each Shillings worth of Dough loſt on an Aver 7 5. 


the Aſſize of Bread it ought to be, in | 
The Value of the Bran, and ſhort Bran being F 
2 13 6 


The Price of the Wh Bag? Qu 6G 
Price of the Wheat was 2/. 56. "- = 
that is for the three Barrels COD 3 [4-6 


2 dit. 


— 


1 . p. 
The Wt. of the 3 Barrels at 20 Stones each is 7 2 
Which was ground at Mr. Richard Ander ſon's . 
one -Bcigge, who being paid the Toll, 3 9 
and Waſte in Grinding, which was 
Returned to-the Lord-Mayor, 3 Bar. of Meal, ? 6 
each weighing 18/7. 1 1p. which in all was 39 8 


* 


— 


This being: dreſſed, that is to ſay, the Meal or 17 
. Flour ſeparated from the Bran, produced as 


follows : hte 5. 
Meal or Flour for Houſhold Bread 40 7 
Bran fer —— —— * 1 1 1 


Short Bran -= — = 4 4 


—_— 


— 


| : h 12 | 

The Meal dried in, being at the Mayoralty- * 
Houſe in the Keeping of the Lord-Mayor F 5 
And it loſt in Dreling — 0 


The Meal or Flour for Bread, being as above 40 7 
Took to wet it, of Barm, Salt and Water -- 18 © 


123 


This being made into Dough, was . 5 
5 


and form'd into 725. worth 1 IIb. G0z. each, 
and putting into the Oven, the total Wt. was 
- * © at 


— 


age in the Baking 11b. 10z. 2dr. in alt 


52 13 6 


worth, each i eighing on an Average 10lb. 


And it was drawn out of the Oven in Bread 726.5 
40 ·. 6dr. which was the Wt. accordin J 


worth 4s. is equal to the Wt. of 45. worth of p 
| Bread, that is 4 times 10d. 4z. 6d. which is 


dd 


Tot.Produceof Bread including the Val, of Bran 55 12 9 5 


* ; 
a. 


+5 


His Bran was worth  =- = 


So that the total Produce of his hk in Moneyis 3 16 © 
Deficient of the Price and Allowance as above 5 0 


( at . 
13 order to the Right underitanding, and alſo 


'£0 ſhew that the above Experiment proves the 
Caſe of the Bakers, it is neceſſary to find what 
would have been the Produce, if inſtead of three 


Barrels, the 'Trial had been made upon a Quarter 
or two Barrels of Wheat, which being the two 


Thirds of the above total Produce, is, to ſome 


Ouncesover 37 fl. 31b. * This anſwers to a Trial 


made in Alderman French's Time, upon which a 


Table of Aſſize was formed, that may be found 
in the Records of the Hon, Houſe of Commons, 
and alſo to another Trial that was lately made 
by Mr. Wiſe in Waterford, at the Requeſt of the 
Lord-Mayor; but to conſider this Trial in an- 


other Light. _ 
„„ 


The middle Price of Wheat p. Quar. being 21. 54. 
The three Barrels coſt — —— — 3 7 6 


His Lordſhip baked it at the nominal Allowance ; 1 
of gs. 7. ha which for the 3 Barrels makes 3 


In all 7% 4 1 0 


According to the above middle Price and Allow- 
ance, the Weight of the 12 Penny Loaf muſt 


be 1olb. 42. 6dr. 


3 S 


Aude that We. on gn Average his Lada; 3 1 6 


made 72s. which is | 
—. * 


—ũ— 


1 


Now take the five Shillings out of the above 
Allowance of 13s. and 6d. and there remains no 


more than 8s, 9d. for the making the three Bare 


_ ® See the Caſe of the Bakers, Page 9. 
rels 


1 
rels into Bread, which is 58. and 8d per Quarter, * 
but if the Tryal had been made with the nominal 
Allowance of 11s per Quarter by the Table, then 
the Quarter would have made 7s. 8d. over the 
firſt Coſt, which is but three Pence over the Eſti- 
mate of the Expences that attend the bakeing of 
a Quarter of a Wheat ; hence it is evident that 
for his own Livelihood the Bakers muſt have Re- 
courſe to a Saving to be made out of the Eſtimate. 
It may be obſerved that this Aſſay comes in ve- 
opportunely to prove the Caſe of the Bakers, 
Pe it 1s preſumed, that the Force of it will not 
be controverted by the diſpaſſ jonate and reaſona- 
ble till it can be done by further Experiments. 
The Lord Mayor being well informed of the Prin- 
ciple of the Table of Aſſi ze, and finding the 
Produce of his Tryal thus amply to eſtabliſſ the 
Bakers Caſe F, was notwithſtanding very de- 
firous to take off a Shilling or two of the Allow- 
ance, for which Purpoſe his Lordſhip fell upon 
the Eſtimate I and knowing that a large 'Frade 
leſſened the Bakers Expence upon each Quar- 
ter, he founded an Eſtimate upon a Suppoſition 
that a Baker made fifteen Quarters of Wheat into 
Houſhold Bread per Week, and that he employed ny 
three Workmen to labour at this Night and Day, ta 
dreſs ſuch a Load of Meal, to make. ſuch a Quantity 
of Bread, and afterwards carry on their Shoulders, 
for he allowed no Horſe to travel throughout the 
City, and ſometimes 10 Finglaſs, Rathfarnham, or 
to one or other of the ebe 7 illages about Town, 


= * Page 10. 1 Page 9. 1 Page 16. 


0 


10 
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(23) 

70 five the Cuſtomers. Which Eſtimate is as fol- 
lows, and ſhews that it had not received that 
Conſideration which a Matter of ſo much Im- 
* portance to the (Bakers) required, 0 ſhould : 


have had.“ 


| F. 4. 
For Furze, — 18 * 
For Barm, * 3 
For Salt, = | — 02 


For three Men their ane Diet aid Lodging, 1 6 | 


For Houſe Rent for a Grainery, my" and 
Bake-houſe, _ 80 2.9 
For Wear of Utenſi ls, Candles and contin- 
gent Expences 529 
For a Horſe »» — = -- 0.0 
2 6 
The above Eſtimate demands not any further 
Obſervation, the Defects of it are obvious; but : 
beſides what has been above ſaid, it may be uſe- 
ful to ſhew that the Suppoſition on which his 
Eſtimate is founded, is not the Caſe of the Bakers 
of this City and Liberties. 
The Memorialiſts ſay, that the whole Con- 
ſumption of Wheat per Week is 1600 Quarters, 
which altho' it gives a ſmall Advantage againſt 
the Bakers, it may for the preſent be admitted 
to be true#. Now there are in this City about 
70 Mealmen, and allowing that each of them 
ſell five Quarters per Week on an Average; there 
then goes through their Hands to the Public, 
350 Quarters, which take out of the above —_ 


® Page 11 - 


Oath 
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Quarters, and there remains to the Bakeys 1 ago 


Quarters. Now there are in this City and the 


adjacent Liberties exactly 137 Bakers, and if the 
1250 Quarters be equally divided, each Man 
will have for his Share nine Quarters per Week, 
to @ Trifle over; this then is the true Average; 
and that it may be clear what is meant by ſaying 


that a Baker lives by a Saving made out of the 


Labour of the Trade, it may be obſerved that 


the Eitimate Page 16, is made for the Reaſons 


there given, on a Suppoſition that a Baker makes 
and ſells but one Quarter per Day, at the full 
Price: Now the Average per Week, is two Quar- 
ters more, and the Saving per Week is as fol- 


lows: 


6. d: 
In Furs a Saving may be made on the two extra- 

ordinary Quarters — | 0 6 
In Wages, becauſe 3 Hands may make 9 Quarters 3 3 
In Diet for the ſame Reaſon = — — 4 © 
In Rent 43 w_ P — — 1 8 
a3; wid 1 R 72 „ on A 
IO 11 

By the Trial, if it had been made at 11s, nominal 
Allowance inſtead of 9s. the Bakers would have 
had over and above the Eſtimate =. »- 0 3 
11 2 


1s it not evident then, that the Bakers, on an 
Average, after paying and dieting his Journey- 
men, &c. can have no more than 118. 2 d. per 


Meek, and that, fuppoſing him tq be honeſtly 
paid for all he Sells, which is not to be expected, 


conſidering, that on Tallies, and for ready Mo- 


ney, he muſt Sell in order to obtain this, about 


201, 


(23) 
201. worth of Goods, and in ſuch ſmall Parcels as 
Groats, Six-pences, and Shillings. 

The Lord Mayor's Average of 15 Quarters 
per Week would indeed be advantageous to the 
Bakers, but it will never take Place till the Inha- 
bitants of the City Dublin, and the Places adja- 
dent are increaſed ſo as to conſume weekly 2408 
Quarters, or 4870 Barrels, and the Bakers limit- 
ed by Law, not to exceed 137, and the Meal- 
Seller confind to Sell no more than 3 50 Quarters, 
but to return to the Memorialiſts. 

In the laſt Allegation “ of the Memes 
aliſts worth conſidering, they are very po- 
| ſitive, and ſay, it muſt be admitted, that the 
Bakers have many Advantages on a Year's 
Trade that cannot be had on a fingle Aſſay, 
but if it be conſidered, that a ſingle Aſſay may 
be attended throughout the whole Procedure, 
and ſo carefully watched, that not a Duſt be loſt, 
and that it is impoſſible for the molt diligent 
Man ſo cloſely to attend and ſee every Thing 
done in his own Buſineſs, it muſt be concluded 
he is liable to fuffer greatly in the Courſe of a 
| Year's Trade, not only in the ordinary Waſte 
of Corn and Meal, which is known by every 
one Dealing therein, but alſo by the Careleſs- 
neſs, to ſay no worſe, of the Miller's Servants 
and his own. 

It is the Property of the Forumed, Deſigning 
and Ambitious to be interpoſing and medling in 
every Thing; they ſpeak at Adventures, and. 


+ Allegat, in Memoral, No. 9. 
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aſſert without Knowledge, but ſober and modeit 
Men are extreamly unwilling to engage in Affairs 
which they have not well contidered, and to which 
they are not properly called; their Judgment 
and Integrity forbid them to ſay more than they 
underitand, or to aſſert more than they can 
prove; the framing of Notions and indulgipg 
Opinions upon tranſient Views of Men and Ap- 
earances, may make a Man notional and opini- 
onated, but thoſe, who with honeſt and upright 
Intention defire to know, muſt be guided by the 
only Means of Knowledge, which in the baking 
Trade, is unexceptionable Experiments, to 
this the Bakers ever have, and do now appeal; 
and as Proſpects are very diſcouraging, by Rea. 
ſon of the wetneſs of the Summer, and the late- 
neſs of the Harveſt, they therefore hope, that 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen, will take their Caſe into ſe. 
rious Conſideration, and that they will accord- 
ing to Powers granted to them, give them ſuch 
nominal Allowance on the Table of Aſſize, or 
otherwiſe, as will amount to a real Allowance of 
95. a Quarter on Houſhold Bread. | 
They would alſo deſire that Trials may be made 
-in each Seaſon of the Year, that the Produce of 
Wheat might be known at a medium the Year 
round, and to have a new Table formed thereon, 
that the next Seſſions of Parliament, Application 
may be made to have the ſame eſtabliſhed. 
Again, here is another Thing In Saunders's 
 News-Letter ; of the 24th Inſtant, A Letter ſign- 


ed A. C. which Letter it is wu the Matters Pe- 
tition 


(27) 

tition , as above - mentioned, was calculated to 
draw forth, and introduce; much is ſaid there- 
in about his Lordihip's Opinion, and, that, con- 
fir med by Experiment. But if it is really ſo, let 
the Experiment be publiſhed, let it be told whe- 
ther it was an impartial one, made upon Wheat 
of the middle Quality; and whether the contrary 
was not acknowledged by his Lordſhip, in a ſo- 
lemn Enquiry, before the Right Noble Lords 
of the Council: Let it be told why a partial 
Choice of Wheat was made upon that OccaſionF ; 
let be told whether the Trial made by his Lord- 
ſhip, as herein ſet forth, be truly laid before the 
Public. If this Opinion of his Lordſhip's had, 
indeed, any Foundation in Reaſon or Experi- 
ment, there would be no Difficulty in making 
it clear to the Underſtanding of others; but, per- 
haps, it may only lie floating in the Imagina- 
tion: His Lordſhip is ſurely well acquainted 
with that uſeful Science of Self-examination,; 
ler him apply it in this Caſe; let him arange his 
Fancies, bring them before the Tribunal of Rea- 
ſon, and if after all, he ſhould find this Opinion 
| only bovering amongſt thoſe airy Viſions of the 
Mind, he will certainly diſmiſs it; for, from his 
Lordſhip? s known Integrity, he would not endea- 
vour to miſlead * if he was not, himſelf 
miſled. 

Bur notwithſtanding that his Lordſhip's Office, 

as chief Magiſtrate, ſoon expires, he will not be 
obliged to decline the clearing up of this Mat- 


* In Note page 10. f Page 18. || Page 19, 20. and ſo on. 
© ter; 
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ter; for as an Alderman, he will ſtill have 2 
Power over the Aſſize of Bread; the Bakers look 
to him, they demand it from him, that this Opinion 
be either rationally ſupported, or honeſtly given 
up; the Peace and Satisfaction of this large and 
populous City, greatly depends upon it. And 
as the Matters, in their Petition, ſo handſomly ſay, 
The Eyes of the Public are on his Lordſhip, 
and he is called to this by every Conſideration, 
whether Politic, Moral or Religious.“ 


As the Writer of this has upon many Occaſions 
been called upon to appear on the behalf of the 
Bakers; a very large Share of that III-will that 
has been excited againſt them, has fallen to his 
Lot, and he has felt the Effect of it. His Words 
has been miſrepreſented, and by many, through 
Paſſion and Prejudice not underſtood; he doubts 
not, however, but that what has been above 
ſaid in Vindication of the Caſe of the Bakers, 
will alſo juſtify him for the Part he has taken 
therein; more eſpecially as he has been proper» - 
ly called thereunto, being himſelf a Bakey. 3 


© 4... 3 
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THE 


MEMORIAL of the MasTERs of ſeve- 
ral CoxPORATIONS of the City of DuBLin, 
Preſented by them to the Right Hon. PER c1val 
HuxrT, Ey; Lokx9-Mavyor, on the 16th of 


Aug 1ſt 1 756. 
S HE WET, 

"F\ HAT by an Act paſſed in this Kingdom in the firſt 
T Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, intitled an Act 
for Regulating. the Price and Aſſize of Bread and the Mar- 
kets, it was among other Things Enacted, That the Lord- 
Mayor of the City of Dublin, may from Time to Time, 
ſet the Aſſize and Weight of Bread, to be ſold by any Ba- 
| ker or otherPerſons, having ReſpeR to the Price that Grain, 

Sc. bears in the Markets, making a reaſonable Allow- 
ance to the Baker for his Livelihood, which Allowance 
was then Aſcertained at Six Shillings to the Quarter, the 
Aſlize to be aſcertained according to a Table annex'd to 
ſaid Act. And in another Clauſe in ſaid Act, it is Enacted, 
That the Lord-Mayor and Six of the Aldermen in the City 
of Dublin, as oſten as they judg'd it neceſſary, might make 
ſuch further reaſonable Allowance to the Bakers for their 
Charges, Pains and Livelyhood, as heretofore had been ac- 
ouſtomed. | | | 

. THAT faid Act was continued by the third of his 
preſent Majeſty's Reign to the 25th of March, 1751, And 
by the 23d of his preſent Majeſty further continued for four 
Years, and to the End of the then next Seſſions of Parlia- 
ment; And that your Memorialiſts apprehend, that the ſaid 
AR, not being revived the laſt Seſſion, is now ceaſed and 
termined. : 1 
That by another Act paſſed in the Seventh Vear of his 
preſent Majeſty's Reign, That the Bakers of Dublin ſhould 
have an Allowance of Eight Shillings for every Quarter 
of Corn they ſhould Bake as aforeſaid, 1 

1 | at 


\ 
„ 

That ſaid Act of the Seventh of his Majeſty was fevived 
and Amended in the Eleventh Vear of his Reign; and by 
this Act ſo revived and Amended, the ſame Allowance of 
Eight Shillings to the Baker was continued; And it was 
further Directed, That all ſorts of 6 ſhould from 
thenceforth be ſold by Weight, and appointed. that forty 
Stone of Wheat ſhould be equal to, and taken for the 
Quarter in the Table of Aſſize of Bread; ſaid Act was then 
m ade to continue for ſeven Years from the firſt of aul, 
1738, to the End of the then next Sefſion. 

This AR of the Eleventh was Revived and Altered in 


the Nineteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, and 
thereby continued for two Years from the 25th of March, 


1746, and to the End of the then next Seſſion, which ſaid Act 
fo Revived and Altered, directed the Magiſtrate to give the 
Bakers an Allowance of Nine Shillings a Quarter for Houſ- 
hold, and Eight Shillings only on the Quarter for White 
and Wheater Bread; and further Directed no Alterations 
to be made in the Aﬀfize of Bread ; but when the middle 
Price of the Quarter of Wheat ſhould rife or fall Six 
Pence, and the odd Pence, if any to be alternately allowed 
ene Week to the „ ahd the other ht ont to the 
Baker. 
No. I. That your Memoriatifts find from a Review of 
the Tables of Aﬀize ſtruck by the Magiſtrates, that from 
Time immemorial, until the Seventh of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, the Bakers in Dublin had no more than 
Six Shillings on the Quarter, and that from the Seventh 
of his preſent Majeſty until the Nineteenth, the Bakers 
- bad Eight Shillings Allowance on the Quarter, and no 
more, except when an additional Allowance was occaſi- 
onally granted by the Magiſtrate and Board of Aldermen, 
* when extream wet Seaſons or other Exigencies required 
ſuch additional Allowance, and which was always again 
taken off as theſe Cauſes ceafed, 
No. II. That from the firſt of Auguſt, 1738, the Corn 
+ has been ſold by Weight, as directed by the Act paſſed 


in the Eleventh Year of his preſent Majeſty” 8 Reign. 
No. 
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No. III. That from the Nineteenth of his preſent Majeſ- | 
ty, the Bakers in this City had Nine Shillings Allowance 
on Houſhold, and Eight Shillings on Wheaten, and no 
more untilthe beginning of the Year 1754, when the 
then Chief Magiſtrate augmented the Allowance to the 
Baker on Houſhold, from Nine Shillings on the Quar- 
ter to Eleven Shillings, and the ſaid Allowance has been 
continued to the Baker ever ſince, The ſaid Chief Ma- 
giſtrate did not publiſh the Allowance then ſo granted in 
his- Aſſize of Bread, as had been uſual Time out of Mind. 
No. IV. That Your Memorialiſts cannot conceive that 
the additional Allowance then granted had received that 
Conſideration, which a Matter of ſo much n 
to the Public required, and ſhould have had. : 
No. V. That Your Memorialiſts apprehend that, on a 
moderate Computation, the Conſumption of Corn for 
Houſhold Bread made in this City is above Three Thou- 
ſand Barrels Weekly, which leaving it at Sixteen Hun- 
dred Quarters, the additional Allowance of Two Shil- 
lings per Quarter, granted by that Magiftrate in the 
Vear 1754, amounts to Eight Thouſand Pounds per 
Aunum. (A heavy Tax indeed to be thus haſtily grant- 
„ eſpecially as the greater Part falls on the Poor.) 
No. VI. That in the City of Corte, the Magiſtrate allows 
the Baker at this Time, (and at all other Times) no 
more than Six Shillings on the Quarter; and in JYater- 
ford never more than Eight Shillings; and yet in the lat- 
tet, the Houſhold Bread is in the general better than in 
the City of Dulin; and great Care is there taken by 
the Magiſtrate, in taking the Price of Corn, and ſtrik- 
ing the Aſſize of Bread Weekly. 
No. VII. That previous to the additional Allowance 
granted by the Magiſtrate in the Year 1754, ſeveral of 
the Bakers in this City ſold Houſhold Bread at an Abate- 
ment of a Penny in a Shilling, which demonſtrably 
ſhews there was no Neceſſity for granting an Addition 


to their then Allowance. 
| No. 


(32) 
No. VIII. That by ſeveral Aſſeys made by the Magi- 
ftrates of the City of Dublin, viz. That made by Alder- 
man French, in March 1732. That made by Sir George 
bton, in December 1747. That made by your Lord- 
ſhip, in November, 1755, by which it appears, that 

Nine Shillings on the — is a full ſufficient Allow- 

ance. 

That Eight Thoufand Pounds per Annim is a heavy 
Fax to be continued on the Manufacturers of this City, 
and a great Oppreſſion on the poor Inhabitants thereof. 
No. IX. That it muſt be admitted that the Bakers muſt 

have many Advantages in the Courſe of a Year's Trade 

that cannot be obtain'd on a ſingle Aſſay. 

That the Act of laſt Seſſions revives the expir'd Acts of 

the r1th and 19th of his preſent Majefty, ſo far as the ſaid 
Acts relate to regulating the Price and Aſſize of Bread, 
the better . the tan as the ſame is thereby 
altered. 
That by the late Act now come in Force, the Allow- 
ance on a Quarter of Wheat to be made into Houſhold 
Bread is limited to Nine Shillings only; that a Power is 
given to your Lordſhip, with fix of the. Aldermen, to in- 
creaſe the ſamie when to you and they it ſhall ſeem neceſs 
ſary, but not otherwiſe. 

That we humbly , conceive that by the been Aſſays, 
made by your Lordſhip and others, and the many Obſer- 
vations already mentioned, it appears very clear, that ſaid 
Allowance of Nine Shillings on the Quarter is ſufficient, 
and no more is intended to be given by ſaid Law, till by 
ſome Fatality it is abſolutely neceſſary. 

We therefore humbly move your Lordſhip to take che 
ſame into your Conſideration, and appoint the Aſſize ac- 
cording to ſaid Law, and ſo continue the ſame *till ſuch 
Time as it appears to your Lordſhip and the Aldermen 
that it is really neceſſary to inlarge the fame, as the AG 
directs. | 
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